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September 2 
Labor Day Holiday 
NO SCHOOL 

 
September 4 
School Picture Day! 
Sibling pictures at 3:30pm 
 
September 5 
PTA Meeting 
Lounge at 3:45pm 

 
September 10 
Title I Annual Meeting 
3:45 - 4:30pm in Room 8 

 
September 17 
Bus Evacuation Drill 
3:20pm 
 
September 18 
Early Release Day 
School out at 2:00pm 
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The monthly newsletter for Nikiski North Star Elementary 
Kenai Peninsula Borough School District 
nikiskinorthstar.blogs.kpbsd.k12.ak.us 

Welcome to the 2019-2020 School Year!  We particularly want to welcome PreK, Kindergarten and 
new to Nikiski North Star families. 

 

Here are a few important additions and reminders as we start the new school year: 
 

End of the Day Plans – Please be sure your child and the child’s teacher knows what their 

normal end of the day plan will be.  NNS will use this as the default plan if there is any question.  If 
you have a change in plans, please provide a written note so we can document the change.  If 
there is an emergency, please call the office and we can let the child and teacher know. 

 

Dropping Off and Picking Up – If you are transporting your child you have a couple of 

options for drop off and pick up.  Some parents prefer to park and then walk their child into and out 
of the school.  If you prefer not to park, please use the parent drop off and pick up lane, which is 
closest to the school building.  We appreciate your assistance with this as   safety is the number 
one priority.  

 

Communication – Nikiski North Star uses Facebook to update families on events and  happen-

ings so please “like” our page if you are a Facebook user.  In addition, KPBSD also has a Facebook 
page and a free KPBSD app which provides you with district and school  notifications.  If you are 
looking for the lunch menu, it can be found on our web page as well as the KPBSD page and the 
KPBSD app. 

 

Personalized Learning – Nikiski North Star is committed to developing a personalized learn-

ing experience for each student.  Personalized Learning focuses on individualizing using four core 
components – Integrated Digital Content, Targeted Instruction, Data Driven Decisions, and Student 
Reflection and Ownership.  I look forward to sharing more about this process with you as the year 
progresses.  Please see the link on our school webpage for  Personalized Learning to access more 
information. 

 

Join PTA – Our Parent Teacher Association will have the first meeting of the school year on     

September 5 @ 3:45 in the staff lounge.  Joining PTA is an excellent way to get involved with your 
child’s school, meet new families, and help with activities that add so much enjoyment to our 
school. 

 

NNS Shirts – Thank you, thank you, thank you to our PTA for purchasing and distributing Nikiski 

North Star t-shirts to each student in our school!  This is a great way to celbrate our positive school 
culture and sense of belonging.  Please have your student wear their NNS shirt on Fridays.  (If the 
shirt is in the wash, blue or yellow colored clothing makes a good substitute and still shows school 
spirit.  ) 

 

We have had a great start to the year!  As always, if you have any questions, comments or concerns I 
am available at 776-2600. 

 

 
Margaret Gilman 
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Please make end of day arrangements with your child  
BEFORE they come to school.   Please be sure that your 
child fully understands where they are  supposed to go 
and exactly how they will get there.  The more con-
sistent this is, the less stress there is for your 
child.  Your child’s teacher and the office should have 
this information also, particularly if they are in grades 
Kindergarten to 3rd grade. 
  
Send a note to your child’s teacher if arrangements 
change.  This is especially important for younger        
children.  If we do not receive a note from a parent or a 
phone message, students are required to go home  their 
usual way.  Students are not allowed to use the school 
phone to make social arrangements.   
  
Please limit phone messages for students to true      
emergencies and unavoidable changes in plans.  Call the 
school prior to 3:00 to allow us time to contact your 
child.  After 3:00 we are busy preparing     students to 
go home and there may not be anyone available to answer 
your call.  
  
School dismisses at 3:30.  Please be on time to pick up 
your child. We greatly appreciate your support!  

Preparing for the 2019/2020 
Kenai Peninsula Borough School District 

STUDENT NUTRITION SERVICES 

FREE & REDUCED MEAL PROGRAM (NSLP) 
 

Student Programs Applications for 2019/2020 SY 
 
Households with income:  Households with income are encouraged to submit a KPBSD Student Programs     
Application (even if income is over the Income Eligibility Guidelines), because certain Federal programs base funding on 
the total number of students applying for benefits.  Parents can submit an application (one application per household) for 
their household BEFORE school starts - Please allow 10 working days for processing by the Student Nutrition Services 
Office.  
 
2019/2020 STUDENT PROGRAM APPLICATIONS (cream with purple printing) will be available for pick -up by    
August 12, 2019 at all Kenai Peninsula Borough Schools, Public Assistance / Job Service and KPBSD Central Office. 
 
Households receiving Public Assistance Benefits:  Households receiving Public Assistance benefits (Food 
Stamps or Temporary Assistance) DO NOT need to fill out a Student Programs Application IF they have received and 
turned in a School Meals/Direct Certification Notice from Public Assistance.  The Department of Education and Public 
Assistance will coordinate efforts to implement the Categorical Eligibility Process by also sending names of qualifying 
households directly to KPBSD / Student Nutrition Services (SNS).  Once your student’s name has been received and 
processed, SNS will send you a letter notifying you that benefits are available.   
 
30-DAY GRACE MEAL BENEFITS:  Students qualifying for free or reduced meal benefits on the last serving day 
of the 2018-2019 School Year (May 22, 2019) may receive meal benefits for up to the first 30 school days of the 
2019/2020 school year (August 20 – October 1, 2018).  The 30 day grace period allows students to qualify for 
school meals while their new application, School Meals or Categorical Eligibility Direct Certification Notice is being pro-
cessed.  NOTE: If a student changes schools, a delay in receiving 30 day benefit may occur.   
 
BREAKFAST/LUNCH PRICES:  Elementary breakfast $2.00 and lunch $3.00.  Middle/High School breakfast $2.00 
and lunch $3.50.  Students qualifying for free/reduced meals, breakfast free and lunch $.40. 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 



The mission of the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District is to empower all learners to positively shape their futures. 
ANCHOR POINT   COOPER LANDING   HOMER   HOPE   KACHEMAK SELO   KENAI   MOOSE PASS   NANWALEK   NIKISKI   NIKOLAEVSK   NINILCHIK   

PORT GRAHAM   RAZDOLNA   SELDOVIA   SEWARD   SOLDOTNA   STERLING   TUSTUMENA   TYONEK   VOZNESENKA 

 
KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent(s), Guardian(s), and Students: 
 
Each school day over 8,000 students attend our 42 schools.  While at school, the 
safety and security of your child(ren) is always our number one priority.  As a way to 
ensure this, the school district and the borough have installed security cameras at 
your child(ren)’s school.  This letter is written to advise you that the cameras are 
located in public areas inside and outside of the school buildings.  Please note that 
no cameras are placed in areas where students, staff, or community members have a 
reasonable expectation of privacy, e.g., a bathroom or a locker room. 
 
School security is the main purpose for the cameras.  However, recordings may be 
used in disciplinary proceedings.  In addition, matters captured by the cameras may 
be referred to local law enforcement, as appropriate.   
 
For more information, view Board Policy 3515 School Safety and Security. 
 
Please feel free to contact your school principal with questions regarding the cameras.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John O’Brien 
Assistant Superintendent 

    

Office of Assistant Superintendent 
John O’Brien, Assistant Superintendent 

148 North Binkley Street Soldotna, Alaska  99669-7520 
Phone  (907) 714-8888 

http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/board.aspx?id=3040
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